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USE CASE
Chinatown Housing and Business Patterns

Introduction

In response to the recent housing and economic crises, your agency is considering launching

a new small business support program that aims to bolstert he | ocal economy i n
Chinatown. To justify creating this new program, you have been asked to pull some data on

local housing and economic indicators, as well as recommend what types of businesses the

program should target for outreach.

You have a staff meeting this afternoon and would like to present preliminary findings. 1 t & s
11:00aim.andy ou donot have much t iCheatownDataCoyncon 6 ve h e a
helps users better understand the neighborhood and easily visualize important local trends.

You need to quickly see what economic and small business data are available on the

Chinatown DataCommon, and then check if any of this data look useful before you invest time

in making a map of your own.

You think your colleges are interested in the following questions:
e Should Chinatown be worried about an upcoming wave of foreclosures? You know that
foreclosures often hit hardest in neighborhoods that had high rates of subprime
mortgage lending several years earlier.

¢ In addition to the economic data your agency routinely uses, what other indicators might
help your agency in its proposal?

e What types of businesses exist in Chinatown and where are they located in the
neighborhood?

Part 1: Viewing Data
1. Open aweb browser and go to the

www.metrobostondatacommon.org/chinatown/ site and take a moment to read
the general introduction.

TIP: You must turn off any pop-up blockers within your browser for the DataCommon site.
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Welcome to the Chinatown
DataCommon

The Chinatown DataCommon is a online
mapping tool. Sponsored by the Chinatown
Human Development Overlay District (HD-0D),
it makes available a wealth of data about
Boston's Chinatown neighborhood. Explore
data, print out maps, and create your own
maps.

St What's New
Started

Located in downtown Boston, Massachusetts,
Chinatown remains the focal point of the Asian
community in Boston and for all of New
England. The neighborhood is home to cultural
festivals, a vibrant commercial district, and

Community Snapshots ]
thousands of residents.

View a complete neighborhood profile for
population and housing data, and links to
neighborhood reports.
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Planning Council
The Metropolitan Area
Planning Council
(MAPC) is a regional
planning agen
representing 22 cities,
79 towns, and

The Boston Indicators
Project is coordinated
by the Boston
Foundation in
partnership with the
City of Boston and
MAPC. It measures and
reports on change in
Boston in ten sectors.
The Boston Indicators
Project links to recent
research and other To enhance the
data-rich websites. It region's guality of life
features a Hub of and economic
Innovation, At-A-Glance  competitivenass,
indicators and profiles, MAPC is engaging
and a Civic Agenda. residents and
planners in creating a
new 25-year plan,
MetroFuture.
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Community Assets

The Chinatown Community Assets
layer includes schools, libraries,
3,067,000 people. Its  Clinics, and other community
resources. (2 of 5)

area includes 1,422
square miles

stretching west from
Boston to Route 495.
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3. Under the Available Data click the Housing link under Data by Topic. This will list all

the available housing data on the Chinatown DataCommon.

You see that Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA) data are available. This dataset looks

nt erest.

ng and might be able to

give you some information on subprime mortgages in the neighborhood
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Optional: Click on the data source hyperlink to get more information.
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Youbr e cur i ous a bdecdeéto opbnehe chappirgg toal to dee what HMDA can tell
you about lending practices.

4. Go back to the home page for the Chinatown DataCommon. Click on the target
symbol to launch the mapping tool.

Datamap
Tool

Launch the rr|a|:-|:-iru;| toal,

RESULT: It will pop up another window with a blank base map which by default shows the
Chinatown Study Area boundary, a selection of community assets, and building footprints.
The map will look similar to the one below.
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5. Once the map has loaded, note that data layers are organized in the same way
they are on the MetroBoston DataCommon homepage.

Navigate to the HMDAdataby <c¢l i cking on the yellow folder

AHousing, 0 then fAQui ck Sitbprge Loans dsta Percerof Bllr i s c a
Loans, 2006, Census Tracto

6. Click on the Identify button next to the layer. The symbol should be black. This
will help you get more information about the layer later on.
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