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Seventeen million trips  
are made on the MBTA 
each month.  
Each day, people take more than half 
a million trips on an MBTA subway, 
trolley or commuter train.  The busiest 
station is Harvard Square, where 
587,000 residents, workers, students 
and tourists board the Red Line in an 
average month, totaling nearly 20,000 
per day.  The greatest concentration 
of boardings is downtown; more 
than 55,000 people enter Park Street, 
Downtown Crossing and South Station 
combined each day, accounting for 14 
percent of all boardings on the subway 
system.

The highest ridership on the above-ground 
sections of the Green Line or Silver Line 
is on the Riverside Branch of the Green 
Line, with 395,000 boardings each month.  
Average ridership on the Washington Street 
section of the Silver Line was 356,000 riders 
per month in 2008, and that figure is on the 
rise—monthly ridership exceeded 400,000 
people since March 2009.  

This map also illuminates the relationship 
between transit ridership and density.  
The northern section of the Red Line runs 
through areas with high concentrations of 
housing and employment, which contributes 
to strong ridership at nearby stations.  On 
the southern leg of the Red Line, land use 
densities are lower, and there is less demand 
for transit.  It is interesting to note that 
park-and-ride stations such as Braintree and 
Quincy Center have relatively low rider-
ship; they are very busy in the morning and 
evening rush hours, but have little ridership 
mid-day and at night.  

While not shown on this map, there are 
more than 3.3 million commuter rail board-
ings each month, or more than 1.6 million 
round trips. The highest ridership is on the 
Providence/Stoughton line, with more than 
630,000 trips per month.

Subway Stations
Monthly Riders, by Station

20,000 - 100,000

100,001 - 200,000

200,001 - 300,000

300,001 - 400,000

400,001 - 500,000

500,001 - 600,000

Density
Population and Jobs per Square Mile

0 - 2,000 

2,001 - 10,000

10,001 - 20,000

20,001 - 40,000

40,001 - 3,000,000

*Boardings by station are not available for the 
above-ground sections of the Green Line or 
Silver Line.
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