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Recreation and the Natural Environment
The Battle Road Scenic Byway is rich with preserved open spaces, 
parks, and recreational resources including a system of trails that 
allow visitors to enjoy the Byway by foot or bicycle.

The Minuteman Bikeway, for example, closely follows the Byway 
in Arlington and Lexington, and was built on a former rail line in 
the 1990s. Since then it has received many 
accolades including recognition by the 
White House and the Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy as a “Millenium Trail” in 2000.

Technological Innovation Through the Years
The Battle Road Scenic Byway area is known for 
technological innovation, particularly due to research 
and development laboratories in and around the 
Hanscom Air Force Base.

This tradition of innovation dates back to the 17th century 
with early mills, and later world-renowned ice-harvesting. Ice from 
Spy Pond in Arlington was shipped as far as India in the 1800s.

The First Battles of the  
American Revolutionary War
It was here that “the shot heard 
‘round the world” was fired. The 
Battle Road Scenic Byway follows 
the approximate route along which 
the battles between the British 
Regulars and Colonial Minute Men 
were fought on April 19, 1775.

The events of this momentous day are 
commemorated at the Minute Man National 
Historical Park, which was established by the U.S. 
Congress in 1959 to protect many of the sites 
associated with these first battles.

Famous Authors and the Underground Railroad
Louisa May Alcott, Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne and other American authors lived and wrote here.

Several Underground Railroad “stations” 
were located along The Battle Road Scenic 
Byway, which was home to many prominent 

abolitionists including former slaves.

Sites Along the Battle Road Scenic Byway

Minute Man National Historical Park

Protected Open Space 

Battle Road Scenic Byway

Minuteman Bikeway

Suggested detours for more exploration


