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About 12 bicycles can be parked in
the space of one car.

l
With high gas prices, traffic congestion,
more bike lanes, and a growing interest in
personal fitness, more residents are biking
where they want to go. However, many
places lack any formal bike parking
facilities. Bicycles locked to street signs,
parking meters, fences, or railings may
damage property, create obstacles for
pedestrians, and are at greater risk of theft
than bikes locked properly. Over 50% of
people surveyed by MAPC stated that
there is not enough bike parking at their
destinations. A quarter of respondents
said that they would ride more often if
better parking facilities were available.

To help create more appropriate bike
parking in the region, MAPC developed
the Regional Bike Parking Program with
funding and collaboration from the
Boston Region MPO, the Executive Office
of Transportation, and the Federal
Highway Administration. The program
provides 100% reimbursement for the
cost of eligible bike parking equipment
bought through this program. As of
October, 2008, 32 municipalities have
subscribed to the program, and over 700
racks have been installed, with a parking
capacity of almost 2,500 bicycles. If all
communities participated in the program,
15,000 new secure bicycle parking
spaces might be created in the region.
Additional funding is available for 2009
and MAPC encourages all communities
to participate in this program. Visit
www.mapc.org for further details.
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